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From the Editor – Ryan Perrin

We’re two shows down this season, with Unspeakable Triumph wrapping up
recently, and Twisted picking up in anticipation of opening night. If you haven’t
already secured tickets to see the show, get in soon, because this show will sell
out! This month’s newsletter will be showcasing some of the talent involved in
Twisted, providing a bit of a look behind the curtain at the actors and members of
the production team, and what drives them to be involved in this show, and the
theatre as a whole.
All the best – Ryan.
From the President – Luke Miller

With a lock-down occurring in the final week of rehearsals for An Unspeakable
Triumph of Supreme Brilliance, director Chris McRae and his cast and crew must
be congratulated for putting together a fantastic show under the most difficult
circumstances. We were very fortunate to have our capacity limits restored to
100% with the government recognising that small venues like ours are very low
risk. I want to thank all our helpers who have been extra vigilant in ensuring that
Marloo Theatre is as safe as possible and to all our patrons for following all the guidelines and being
so accommodating.
See you all at Twisted! - Luke

ARE YOU A SEWING AFFICIONADO?
DO YOU ENJOY MAKING NEW AND
INTERESTING COSTUMES?
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN REFINING
YOUR SKILLS?
If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then we would love
extra people to assist with costumes for Twisted.
Please contact Marjorie DeCaux via Messenger, or email
publicity@marlootheatre.com.au to register your interest.

PATRONS, PLEASE NOTE:
In line with the State Government’s requirements
for business and venues, Marloo Theatre
maintains a Mandatory Contact Register for all
persons in the theatre, whether onstage, seated
in the audience, or in the foyer or backstage.
The easiest and fastest way to check in to the
theatre is by using the SafeWA app, and
scanning the theatre’s QR Code.
A paper-based register is also maintained on the
premises for anyone that does not have access
to, or prefers not to use the SafeWA app.

From the Production Manager
Shelly Miller
I am pleased to say that last month’s production of An Unspeakable Triumph of Supreme Brilliance, written by Don
Zolidas and directed by Chris McRae was a successful show with the audiences getting a good giggle out of
collapsing beds, falling sets and the general antics of the Moss River Players. Congratulations must go to Chris and
his team for a great show.
The last couple of weeks has seen the set go in for our next show, Twisted: the Untold Story of a Royal Vizier, by Starkid Productions
and directed by Brittany Isaia. Our very own Runner-up Lego master, Owen Davis, has been hard at work creating this wonderful set.
Brittany’s outstanding directing debut at Marloo has been supported by her strong production team, with Christopher Steike and Jen
Gadeke as musical directors and Arianah Davis as choreographer. (Congratulations on your recent nuptials Owen and Arianah!).
With our usual team on board with costumes (Marjorie DeCaux) and the tech duo of Guy Jackson on sound and myself on lights, this
is shaping up to be a show you will not want to miss! Warning - this show is most certainly not for children, but will be a rollicking
laugh for those who love a good satire that is a little bit naughty!
I am pleased to announce our one act auditions for this year’s One Act Season. This season will take place in August this year. We
are presenting three one-act plays that have been written by Australian playwrights: Impossible Crime Trainees, written by local, wellknown playwright James Forte is to be directed by Chris McRae; These are the Isolate, written by one of our own Marloo alumni, Katy
Warner (and multiple-award winning writer), is to be directed by Jacqui Warner; and to round it off, Michelle Ezzy will be directing
Harry’s Bounty, written by Polly Low. The auditions will take place on Saturday 5th June for the first two shows, and Saturday 19th
June for Harry’s Bounty. Have a look at the notice in this newsletter or on Facebook for further details to book an audition.
Phew! What a month . . . now I’m off to rig some lights!
Shelly

Twisted
The Untold Story of a Royal Vizier
JA’FAR ............................................................................................................................................Mathew Leak
PRINCESS ....................................................................................................................................... Lukas Perez
ALADDIN ....................................................................................................................................... Joshua Towns
SHERREZADE ............................................................................................................................... Alyssa Burton
ACHMED ................................................................................................................................... Candice Preston
DJINN / SULTAN.................................................................................................................. Connor Matthiessen
CAPTAIN / FORMER ROYAL VIZIER ................................................................................................ Luke Miller
MONKEY .............................................................................................................................................. Clara Lee
BIRD ........................................................................................................................................ Charlotte Williams
Featured Ensemble .............................................................................................................................. Verity Lux
......................................................................................................................................................... Chris McRae
....................................................................................................................................................... Ebony Uetake
Chorus ............................................................................................................................................ Caitlyn Argyle
.................................................................................................................................................. Emily Bebbington
................................................................................................................................................... Rebecca McRae
....................................................................................................................................................Jessica Williams
Director ............................................................................................................................................ Brittany Isaia
Musical Director.....................................................................................................................Christopher Steicke
Vocal Director ....................................................................................................................................Jen Gadeke
Choreographer ...............................................................................................................................Arianah Davis
Stage Manager .............................................................................................................................. Belinda Beatty
Assistant Stage Manager ..................................................................................................... Locklen Falkingham
Properties ...................................................................................................................................... Evie Grummet
Set Designer......................................................................................................................................Owen Davis
Lighting Design..................................................................................................................................Shelly Miller
Sound Design .................................................................................................................................. Guy Jackson
Costume Designer..................................................................................................................... Marjorie DeCaux
Publicity Manager ............................................................................................................................ Guy Jackson
Production Manager .......................................................................................................................... Shelly Miller

MARLOO ALUMS STRIKE IT BIG AT CROWN!
Luke Miller
Despite Perth being home to plenty of talented actors, very few professional opportunities exist. Traditionally, large scale
shows are cast in the Eastern States before touring the country. When the borders were closed between states, an
opportunity opened for local production companies to step up and demonstrate that WA is capable of putting on world class
theatre right here at home with 100% local talent.
Below: Luke Miller (left) and Felix Steinwandel (right) on opening night.

The latest of these local productions was Platinum Entertainment's
Priscilla – Queen of the Desert performed at Crown Theatre. With an
extended season, over 47,000 people came to see the show with rave
reviews and standing ovations every show. Among the cast were several
of our current and past members. Cougar Morrison (aka Clint Strindberg)
who played the lead role of 'Tick/Mitzi Mitosis' performed in our Jesus
Christ Superstar in 2007. Luke Hewitt, who was a regular performer at
Marloo in the early 90's played the role of 'Bob'. Chris Gerrish, who was
our Javert in Les Miserables 2019 was a featured ensemble member, as
was our current President Luke Miller.
One of our MYTh (Marloo Youth Theatre) members, Felix Steinwandel
played the role of 'Benji'. Felix, who is only 10, made his theatrical debut
in Marloo's Jungle Book in 2017 and played Gavroche in Les Miserable
2019. Definitely a star on the rise! Hopefully Perth will continue to see
large-scale local productions as a regular occurrence but you can always
see the same level of talent at Marloo theatre and all the other community
theatres and arts venues in Perth.

A Twisted View

Meet some of the Production Team and Cast of Twisted: The Untold Story of a Royal Vizier

Brittany Isaia – Director
Growing up in a household full of theatrical performers, singing and
dancing since she could walk and talk, Brittany was destined for the
stage from a very young age. Regularly performing since 2009, she
has been involved in portraying a wide variety of roles, in such
shows as: Jekyll and Hyde, Footloose, You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown, Little Women, Picnic at Hanging Rock, and Les Miserables.
Brittany was certain that no-one could drag her off the stage, until
she made her directorial debut at KADS in 2018, with The Return,
where she found that there was a lot of fun to be had behind the
scenes as well. As a huge fan of Starkid Productions, Twisted is
Brittany’s dream show to be involved in. The only problem she
faced was deciding whether to wait and audition for the show, or
take the initiative and direct it herself!
Brittany mentions that her favourite part of Twisted so far has been
the casting process, being able to watch the performers breathe life into their characters for the first time,
and piece together what she describes as “one of the most passionate, fun, talented and hilarious casts”
that she has ever worked with.

Arianah Davis – Choreographer
Along with her sister Brittany, Arianah has been singing
Starkid songs since her teenage years, so collaborating on
Twisted seems to be a natural choice. Starting out in
theatre as, she describes, “an expert mirror cleaner”, she
has been involved in community theatre from a young age.
After trying her hand at performing on stage, she
gravitated towards behind the scenes work as a
choreographer.
For Arianah, being involved in Les Miserables has been a
high point. Watching it come to life and seeing a standing
ovation at the end of every performance made it her
favourite production thus far.
If given the opportunity, Arianah mentions that Chicago is
a show that she would most like to be involved in,
specifically due to the costumes and the dancing.
Outside of the theatre, Arianah describes her hobbies as including performing musical theatre numbers to
her cat.

Mathew Leak – Ja’far
Mathew has been a fan of Twisted for a long time, and couldn’t
wait to be a part of the show. Having performed in Les
Misreables, he mentions that he loved performing with so many
talented people in the show, and the relationships that he
formed.
Mathew would love to be involved in bringing more shows by
Starkid Productions to WA, and mentioned that his dream role is
the Father in Trail to Oregon, but would also love to explore
music direction if Firebringer became available.
Mathew’s biggest inspirations are Darren Criss and the rest of
Team Starkid, and also his Dad. Mathew’s ambition is to live up
to his Dad’s example as a performer who always stayed true to
himself.
When asked what he would say to other people thinking of
joining the theatre, his answer was, “Do it! It is the most fun,
silly and epic experience you can have.” With Les Miserables as
his most recent show, Twisted will be his next opportunity to
showcase his talent in a lead role at Marloo.

Lukas Perez - Princess
With shows like The Killdeer, Tick Tick Boom, Into The Woods,
Fame, and Heathers in their repertoire, it seems as though they
are a perfect choice for the role of the Princess in Twisted –
which is a bonus, as they mentioned that this show has taken the
crown for their favourite show, and is also one of their dream
shows to be involved in!
Deciding to join drama in high school as a random decision for
an elective, Lukas mentions that through theatre they have
found their best friends, the love of their life, and also found out
who they truly are, and for anyone thinking of joining the theatre
– “Do it.”
Lukas mentions that they have been a fan of Starkid for about 10
years, and that Team Starkid are one of their biggest inspirations,
because “They started out as a group of college kids who put on
a silly parody for their friends, and managed to connect people
around the entire world through their art.”
They mention that they would definitely like to be more involved in more Starkid shows, specifically
Firebringer, The Guy Who Didn’t Like Musicals, and Black Friday.
When not involved with theatre, Lukas enjoys video games, art, writing, and hanging out with their cats.

Candice Preston – Achmed
Candice has always enjoyed watching theatre performances, and last year
started focusing on a return to performing, with her most recent role as the
coffee-addicted vampire Maladict, in Roleystone Theatre’s production of
Monstrous Regiment. She remarked that Monstrous Regiment gave her the
confidence to audition for Twisted, as she has been a fan of Starkid Productions
for a while.
Having seen Hadestown on Broadway, Candice would love to be involved with
the show as one of the Fates, should the show come to the community theatre
scene in Perth.
She cites Lea Salonga as a major musical theatre inspiration, not just for her
talent, but “I believe that she has helped to pave the way for other Asian women to see themselves on the
stage, both within and beyond roles written specifically for Asian women.”

Chris McRae – Featured Ensemble
Chris has been involved in multiple facets of theatre, as a director, writer, and
actor, since graduating from WAAPA. With eleven shows to his credit as
director, including Cinderella for Ellenbrook Theatre Company, and At Ten The
Time Will Be and An Unspeakable Triumph of Supreme Brilliance for Marloo,
Chris loves working on small cast comedies, and “getting into the nitty gritty of
comedic characters and how they operate.”
With John Cleese and Tim Minchin as two of his favourite performers, Chris
would love to be involved as either a director or performer in popular shows
Fawlty Towers and Matilda. His advice to anyone considering joining the
theatre – “Don’t think twice. It is such a great experience and the bonds you
form with cast and crew are lifelong.”
When he’s not performing, or writing, or directing – Chris enjoys playing ice hockey, watching movies, and
building Lego.

Ebony Uetake – Featured Ensemble
Ebony’s favourite part of Twisted has been watching the cast come together,
and mentions this show as being one of her favourite shows to be involved with,
as well as Seussical. She describes Twisted as “hilarious and sad and disarming,
all at the same time.”
Originally joining Marloo as the choreographer for Alice in Wonderland last
year, Ebony followed this show as the choreographer for Robin Hood this year.
Twisted is her first role as a cast member, which she mentions that she couldn’t
pass it up, as a fan of Starkid for a number of years.
Outside of the theatre, Ebony enjoys knitting, sewing, DIY projects, baking, and
anything where she can learn and adapt. If the opportunity arises, Ebony would definitely love to be involved
with Beetlejuice and Once On This Island.
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