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Please turn off your mobile and kindly do not take any photos.  
Also, it is strictly forbidden for audience members to make any 

form of recording of this production.

Darlington Theatre Players Inc. (DTP) was established to 
encourage participation in all aspects of theatrical arts. 
Formalised from an existing group in the artistic hills of 
Darlington east of Perth, Western Australia in 1956, early 
performances were in the local hall, formerly a wine cellar. 
Following representations from DTP, the local shire built the 
main hall next to the existing hall in 1960, and later rebuilt the 

stage house and added the verandah and toilet block to the structure in 1978.
In 1984 they took up a lease on the disused old Greenmount Primary School in Marloo Road. 
After several building projects financed from their own resources, and from Federal, State 
and Local Government grants, DTP have one of the best equipped local theatres in the Perth 
area – the Marloo Theatre.

Darlington Theatre Players Inc.

About the PlAywright
JosePh Kesselring

Joseph was an American playwright who was best known for writing 
Arsenic and Old Lace, a hit on Broadway from 1941 to 1944 and in 
other countries as well. He was born in New York City to Henry 
and Frances Kesselring. His father’s parents were immigrants from 
Germany. His mother was an English Canadian. Kesselring spent 
much of his life in and around the theatre. In 1922, he began teaching 

vocal music and directed stage productions at Bethel College, a Mennonite school in North 
Newton, Kansas. After two years, Kesselring left teaching and returned to the stage, working 
for two years with an amateur theatrical group in Niagara, New York. He began working as 
a freelance playwright in 1933, completing 12 original plays, of which four were produced 
on Broadway: There’s Wisdom in Women (1935), Arsenic and Old Lace (1939), Four 
Twelves are 48 (1951), and Mother of that Wisdom (1963). Arsenic and Old Lace was his 
masterpiece. It ran for 1444 performances on Broadway and 1337 performances in London. 
The 1944 movie adaptation was also a comedy hit.

Arsenic and Old Lace appeared at a time of strong isolationist sentiment regarding 
European affairs, of the sort that was very strong at where Kesselring was sent to college. 
The play suggested that the elite running America had a murderous heritage. Kesselring 
lived in a college house that would later be the basis of the set of Arsenic and Old Lace, and 
locals have tried to identify who were some of the character models he used. Kesselring 
was an Episcopalian who did not fit in well with the strait-laced college. He dropped out of 
college in 1924.

Kesselring died on November 5, 1967, in Kingston, New York, at the age of 65.

(July 21, 1902 – november 5, 1967)



Brendan has been involved in all aspects of theatre for more 
years than he cares to remember and has  appeared in over 
fifty productions including Hello Dolly, Oliver, On The 
Twentieth Century, The Sound of Music, Candide, Cabaret, The 
Fantasticks, The Music Man, Arsenic and Old Lace, Me and My 
Girl, My Fair Lady, South Pacific, Hotel Sorrento, The Darling 
Buds of May, Kiss Me Kate, Noises Off and 1916: A Love Story.

For Marloo Theatre he directed Jack and the Beanstalk (2011), 

Arsenic and Old Lace is a black comedy play by American playwright Joseph Kesselring, written 
in 1939. Debuting on Broadway in 1941, it ran for three years and over fourteen hundred 
performances. The plot centres on the Brewster family, a once elite American bloodline that 
has now descended into homicidal insanity. Mortimer Brewster, a drama critic and the most 
ostensibly normal of his clan, is forced to cover up for his sadistic kin while being torn between 
family loyalty and his desire to marry the woman he loves. 

Exploring themes including family loyalty, nature versus nurture, and whether we can ever truly 
break away from our family’s influence, Arsenic and Old Lace was praised for its dark, screwball 
comedy tone with The New York Times theatre critic declaring it one of the funniest plays he’d 
ever seen. Still widely read, studied, and performed today, it has been adapted multiple times 
including CBS and ABC TV movie adaptations. It is perhaps best known for the 1944 film 
adaptation directed by Frank Capra and starring Cary Grant as Mortimer Brewster.

brenDAn tobin - DireCtor

ArseniC AnD olD lACe
DireCtor’s notes

Cinderella (2013), It’s My Party, And I’ll Die If I Want To (2015), made his debut as Musical 
Director for Dick Whittington (2015) and directed Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (2017).



CAst list
(in order of appearance)

synoPsis oF sCenes
The entire action of the play takes place in the living-room 

of the Brewster home in Brooklyn. The year is 1941.

ACt 1
Scene 1 - Late afternoon, September

Scene 2 - Later that night
~

INTERMISSION
~

ACt 2
Scene 1 - Immediately following

Scene 2 - Still later that night
Scene 3 - Early the next morning

ABBY BREWSTER
THE REV. DR. HARPER

TEDDY BREWSTER
OFFICER BROPHY

MARTHA BREWSTER
ELAINE HARPER

MORTIMER BREWSTER
MR. GIBBS

JONATHAN BREWSTER
DR. EINSTEIN

OFFICER O’HARA
LIEUTENANT ROONEY

MR. WITHERSPOON

…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………

Jacqui Warner
Michael Hart
Ryan Perrin
Billy Darlington
Kerry Goode
Tracey Morrison
Richard Hadler
Raymond Egan
Benedict Chau
Harrison MacLennan
David Seman
Michael Hart
Raymond Egan



Jacqui has been involved in theatre since 2004. She has appeared in 
numerous productions at a community theatre level and has won 
various acting awards. Jacqui has also been involved in several 
semi-professional shows including ‘Allo ‘Allo at the Regal Theatre. 
She is a founding member of Serial Productions and has appeared 
in 5 of their 6 productions at The Old Mill and Stirling Theatres. 

Michael has had a life-time love affair with live performance, 
both in front of audiences and behind the scenes.  Since his debut 
for DTP in 1972, Michael has over 50 acting and more than 80 
lighting credits in his DTP/Marloo career.  Over the last 4 years 
he has done the lighting design for 10 shows at Marloo, but was 

Ryan’s been performing at Marloo for a few years now, and 
each role seems to be more physically demanding than the last.  
Choosing to pursue roles that he finds challenging, Ryan tends 
to enjoy physical comedy more than anything else, whether it’s 
dragging another actor around onstage, dancing and singing 
whilst wearing a thick fur coat, or running up stairs repeatedly. 

CAst

JACqui wArner
 Abby brewster

ryAn Perrin
 teDDy brewster

miChAel hArt
 the rev. Dr. hArPer 
 & lieutenAnt rooney

last seen on stage in 2015 as the horse-riding Sultan in Dick Whittington.  Lead roles with DTP 
have included Poppa Bianchi The Shifting Heart, Marvin Five Blue Haired Ladies Sitting on a 
Green Park Bench, Young Marlow She Stoops to Conquer, Monsieur Jourdain The Prodigious 
Snob, Marchbanks Candida, Joey The Homecoming, Thommo The Front Room Boys and Prince 
John The Lion in Winter.  For Michael to do the cameo roles of Rev Harper and Lt. Rooney in 
this production, Brendan had to arrange a special dispensation from Michael’s partner, Eileen.

She was last seen at Marloo in The Anniversary (2018) for which she received a nomination for 
Best Actress at the ITA Robert Finlay Awards. Jacqui is thrilled to take on the role of Miss Abby 
in this delightful black comedy and to be working with such an amazing, talented cast.

Ryan hopes that everyone enjoys the show just as much as everyone involved has enjoyed 
putting it together.



Kerry says:  “What a delight to be involved with such a classic as 
this one.  Thank you, Brendan, for believing in me.”  Kerry has 
been very busy this year – it seems that “old ladies” are the flavour 
of the year.  She performed at Marloo last September for the Hills 
Festival of Theatre, in which she won the Best Supporting Actress 
award for her portrayal of Stella in Yvette Wall’s Eating Bread for 

Tracey has been doing musicals since she was in primary school.  
After making her first appearance at Marloo in the ensemble for 
1916: A Love Story,  she couldn’t wait to be involved here again.  This, 
however, is Tracey’s first play and she has found it an interesting 
transition, not having to break into song halfway through a scene.  
She would like to acknowledge her ‘lines coach’ and says:  “My 4 

Kerry gooDe
mArthA brewster

trACey morrison
elAine hArPer

year old son has been very strict with my line delivery and often requests that I repeat them 
over and over and over and over.  Thanks Archie Jnr.” 

Tracey has loved being a part of this cast and hopes you enjoy her portrayal of Elaine Harper.  
She has certainly enjoyed getting to know Elaine herself.

billy DArlington
oFFiCer broPhy

Billy Darlington has been in a number of Marloo productions over 
the years, including chorus roles in musicals such as Children’s 
Letters to God, Almost Oklahoma and Footloose. In recent years he’s 
had leading roles in plays such as Terry Pratchett’s WYRD SISTERS 
at Marloo Theatre, House of Dracula at Garrick Theatre and now 
Roleystone Theatre’s upcoming production of Lords and Ladies. 

the Garrick Theatre’s entry.  Following that, at Garrick Theatre, she was in Silver Lining last 
December and just recently as 84 year old Charlotte in Raymond Omodei’s production of 
Salonika.  She has recently featured in the film I Met A Girl and several TV commercials.  
Kerry would like to remember her brother, Frank, who sadly passed away during the season of 
Salonika – Arsenic and Old Lace was one of his favourites.

Billy is grateful to play Officer Brophy in such a classic play with such a talented cast of actors.



Canning Vale resident, Benedict Chau has been performing on 
stage at Marloo Theatre for some time now; and is slowly becoming 
a regular piece of furniture. With any luck, he’ll audition as one.

Having commenced acting in October 2006, Ben has performed on 
stage at the Kalamunda Performing Arts Centre, Marloo Theatre, 
Murdoch University and various small community centres.

Richard is well known for being a glutton for punishment, so much 
so in fact, that when Mr Tobin offered him a part in Arsenic And 
Old Lace, he jumped at the chance of working with the theatrical 
legend for a third time. Honestly though, with a brilliant director, 
a talented and experienced cast, a superb George Boyd set and a 
great backstage crew, Richard has enjoyed every minute of this 
production. He hopes you enjoy the show.

 Ray is well-known in the community theatre scene and has 
appeared in numerous productions on the Marloo stage and in 
lots of other theatres as well. He has enjoyed receiving an award or 
two over the years and even keeps his inventive hand in by helping 
build sets.

riChArD hADler
 mortimer brewster

beneDiCt ChAu 
 JohnAthAn brewster

rAymonD egAn
 mr. gibbs 
 & mr. withersPoon



David has been involved with community theatre productions 
around the Perth Metropolitan Area for over twenty years. Some 
of his performance highlights are roles in The Jungle Book, My 
Fair Lady, Assassins, Kiss Me, Kate, Romeo & Juliet, The Producers, 
Anything Goes, The Wiz, The Gondoliers and various pantomimes. 
David is relishing this opportunity to work with Brendan and his 
dynamic cast and crew in this well-loved classic.

DAviD semAn
 oFFiCer o’hArA

Harrison had taken a hiatus from the stage for a number of years 
and for a while stars in the sky disappeared and the world seemed 
a little darker... BUT HE’S BACK! Harrison has had a great time 
back at Marloo and is thankful for such a great cast & crew. He 
hopes you all have a wunderbar night!

hArrison mAClennAn 
 Dr einstein



ProDuCtion Crew

Director
Continuity / Prompt

Stage Manager
Properties
Set Design

Set Construction

Lighting Design
Lighting Operator

Sound Design
Sound Operator

Costumes
Front-of-House Manager

Bar Manager
Booking Manager

Publicity
Program & Poster Design 

Program Printing
Graphic Design
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Brendan Tobin
Sandra Sando
Belinda Beatty / George Boyd
Lesley Sutton
George Boyd
George Boyd, Benedict Chau, Ray Egan, 
Bailey Fellows,  Richard Hadler, Michael 
Hart, Luke Miller,  Cast & Crew
Michael Hart
Lachie Kessey
Brendan Tobin
Jonathan Masterson
Marjorie DeCaux
Jacqui Ashman
John & Carol Hall
Gwyne Marshall
Guy Jackson
Guy Jackson
Docuprint
Geoff Stribley (PBJ Graphics)

sAnDrA 
sAnDo

george 
boyD

mArJorie 
DeCAux

belinDA
beAtty

Many thanks to all the Front-Of-House assistants.



For more information about

FUTURE PRODUCTIONS, AUDITIONS, etc. please go to: 

www.marlootheatre.com.au

 WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF MARLOO THEATRE?

THE BENEFITS ARE UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION WITH A MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER ONLINE AND SPECIAL MEMBER SEAT PRICES FOR ALL OUR 

PRODUCTIONS.

PLEASE CONTACT: GEORGE BOYD, membership officer: 
membership@marlootheatre.com.au

Darlington Theatre Players at Marloo Theatre, Greenmount

We are calling all those who wish to help behind the scenes for future productions.  We will 
teach you “the ropes” in many fields e.g. Lighting, Sound, Set building, Costuming and much 

more. If you are interested, we would love to hear from you. You must be over 16. 
Please email Amanda Minutillo on productions@marlootheatre.com.au

Marloo Theatre Facebook@marlootheatre



Allen Rd., Mundaring Weir    Info: 92956190   www.kookaburracinema.com.au

OPENING IN NOVEMBER

Kate Sanders-Tye




